HOW DO YOU BEGIN TO " LET GO AND LET GOD?"

(Learn how to not only be forgiven but also feel forgiven)
I.
THE REASON SOME PEOPLE CANNOT FORGIVE OTHER PEOPLE IS BECAUSE THEY DO NOT FEEL FORGIVEN; THEREFORE, THIS LESSON IS IMPORTANT.  YOU MUST FEEL FORGIVEN BEFORE YOU CAN FORGIVE OTHERS.
A.
People's reactions to God's solution for our sins.

1.
Spend their life trying to earn forgiveness.

2.
Spend years sweating it out.

3.
Spend years doubting.

4.
Ignore God because they think there is no use in trying.

B.
Forgiveness of sins is definitely taught in the Bible.

Acts 13:38  "Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through this Man is preached to you the forgiveness of sins.(  (NKJ)
Acts 26:18, Eph. 1:7,  Col. 1:14
II.
UNLIKE SOME PRESIDENTIAL PARDONS, GOD DEMANDS SOME STANDARDS BE MET BEFORE SIN IS FORGIVEN.
III.
SIN CANNOT JUST BE OVERLOOKED, IT MUST BE PAID FOR BEFORE IT CAN BE FORGIVEN.
A.
Sin causes us to lose some things.  

1.
Persons who are convicted of  a serious crime lose their...

a.
Right to vote.

b.
To hold public office. 

2.
Because people are sinners, they have lost the right to...

a.
Fellowship with God.

b.
To go to Heaven when they die

B.
In God(s system of justice we need both a payment and pardon for our sin.

C.
In God(s system of justice there are not degrees of sin.

D.
Any sin puts you in the same boat with all the other sinners.

IV.
MANKIND IS EITHER CONDEMNED OR NOT CONDEMNED.  John 3:18 
A.
Notice that the nature of our personal sins are not mentioned.  

B.
Nor is the number of our sins.

C.
How can this be?  Jesus Christ paid our sin debt.

1.
Part of that debt was separation.  

2.
The other part of sin's debt is death.    

D.
Only through Christ can we be forgiven. 

1.
Sin is sin.  Lost is lost.  Paid is paid.  Forgiven is forgiven.  

2.
Either we have it or we don't.

V.
HOW CAN YOU REALLY FEEL IT?   
A.
Only by studying over and over the Word of God.  I Jn. 5:13

B.
Only by continually being in the Word, will you have the assurance you are forgiven.

In Christ you have been forgiven, but until you really know it, you will not 

feel forgiven or be able to forgive.
